
lA. TIIE SINCERE CONCERN OVER THE APOSTATES: 1-4 
lb. The Introduction of the writer: la 

le. His identity: 
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The writer of the brief epistle identifies himself as Jude� 
However, the name "Jude" or "Judas" appears in its various 
fonns at least six times in the New Testament. 

Id. The N. T. references to Jude: 

2d. 

J
UDE, the servant of Jesus
Christ, and brother of J runes, 

to them that are sanctified by 
God the Father, and preserved 
in Jesus Christ, and called: 

le. Judas or Jude, the Lord's 
brother: Mt. 13:55 cf M. 6:3 

2e. Judas, the son of James: Jn 14: 
22 cf Lk. 16:16, called also 
Labbaeus(Mt. 10:3 AV) and 
Thaddaeus (Mk. 3:18). 

3e. Judas Iscariot: Mk. 3:14; 
Mt. 10:4; Lk. 6:16 

4e. Judas the Galilean: Acts 5:37 

Se. Judas of Damascus: Acts. 9:11 

6e. Judas Barsabas: Acts 15:22-33 

7e. Judah, one of the ancestors of 
Joseph and thus Christ: Mt. 
1: 2-3 

The identity of the writer: 

The writer identifies himself as 
"the brother of James. This links 
him to Jesus as a half brother. It 
further helped the recipients of the 
letter in identifying him as the 
brother of the ·well-known person of 
James, one of the key leaders in 
the church at Jerusalem. 

3d. The meaning of the name Jude: 

Te. The significance of the name: 

JUDAS. I. The Lord's brother 
(Mt. 13:SS = Mk. 6:3). Perhaps the 
author of the Epistle of •Jude, who 
styles himself 'brother of James' 
(* BRETHREN OF THB LoRD ). 

2. The son of James, and one of
the Twelve (Lk. �:16), called also 
Lebbaeus (Mt. 10:3, AV) and Thad­
daeus (Mk. 3: 18), who asked Jesus 
a question in the upper room (Jn. 
14:22). Some regard him as the 
author of the Epistle of Jude. 

3. For Judas Iscariot, see below.
4. The Galilean who stirred up a

rebellion against the Romans (Acts 
5:37). Josephus says he was born in 
Gamala (Am. 18. 3), and places the 
rebellion in AD 6. •Quirinius 
defeated the rebels and Judas was 
slain. 5. A Jew at whose house in 
Damascus Paul lodged (Acts 9: 11). 
6. A prophet surnamed Barsabbas,
who with Silas was chosen by the
Jerusalem Christian leaders to
accompany Paul and Barnabas to
Antioch to convey the apostles'
decision regarding circumcision
(Acts 15:22-33). J.D.D. 

The Illustrated Bible 
Dictionary, Tyndale, 
Vol. 2, 830. 

A word about the meaning of the name "Jude" is in order. 
Much more than today, most biblical names have a 



special spiritual and sometimes prophetic s·ignificance.
Besides, Jude's name is one of the most common in the 
N.T. Farrar has some interesting observations about 
the name Jude: 

"Among the Jews there was an extreme paucity of names, 
and Jude was one of the very commonest of those few 
names. There are six Judes in the New Testament alone 
and very many in Josephus and among the Rabbis. The 
name at once marks the nationality of the writer; he 
is so completely a Jew that he has not even adopted 
the almost universal practice among his countrymen 
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of choosing another name for the purpose of intercourse 
with the Gentiles." (Farrar, The Messages of the Book?, 
pg. 451). 

2e. The source of the name: 

HAT'S IN A NAME?· 

JU'DAII (n�rli1i, i. e. Ychfidn. [praise,

/wmw]: •1o6Bav in Gen. xxix. 35; Alex. lou6a i 
elsewhere 'Ioooas in both l\[SS. and in N. 'I'.; and 
so also Josephus: Juel.-,), the fourth son of Jacob 
nod tho fourth or Leah, the Inst hefore the tempo­
rary ccssat ion in the births of her children. 11 is 
wholo 1,roLhere wcro Hcuhcn, Simeon, and· I..c,,i, 
elclcr Umu himself - fasnchar nnd �ohulma you11gc1· 

. (see xxxv. 23). 'l'hc muue is explained ns havhag 
origiunte,l in Leah's exclamation of " praise" at 
this fresh gift of Jeho\'nh- "She said, 'now will 

I praise (n1it-l, ode/,) Jeho,·ah.' nnd she. callc<I 
his 1anmo Yehmtah " (Gen. xxix. 35 ). The same 
play is preserved in the hlessing of Jacob - "Ju­
dah, thou whom thy brethren shall 1uaise ! " (x.lix. 
8 ). The name is not of frequent occun-ence in 
the O. '1'. In tho Apocryplm, howe\'cr, it:appenrs 
iu the great hero J mlas l\Iuccabruus; in the N. '1'. 
in J udc, Judas · Iscariot, nnd others. [JUDA; 
JunAs.] 

DH. WJLLIAl\l 8.MJTH"S 

DIUTIONAUY OF THE BIBLE; 
Vol. II, 1489 



The name Jude, then, derived from Judah, the fourth 
son of Jacob (Gen. 29:35) means "praised" or "honored." 
As the half brother of our Lord he indeed was honored 
but, as he demonstrates in verses 1-2, so is every 
believer. It is the spiritual not physical relation­
ship which is significant. 

On the other hand, a man's name does not always 
determine his character. Jude may have been shortened 
from Judas in an effort "to disassociate the writer of 
the epistle from the infamy associated with the most 
famous bearer of that name, the traitorous Judas 
Iscariot" (Hiebert, Second Peter and Jude, p. 208). 

Coder well remarks: "On the very threshold of the 
book written about apostasy appears a name which 
brings to mind a traitor who stands forever as the 
worst apostate the world has ever known. Judas, 
a name common enough in the days of our Lord, has 
been anathema for nearly 2,000 years. Men call their 
sons Paul or Peter, they call their dogs Nero or 
Caesar, but the name Judas has been blotted out of 
our language except as a synonym of apostasy and 
tteachery'-' (Jude The Acts of the Apostates, p. 7) . 

What better title than Jude could be found for an 
epistle that describes the falling away of the Church 
in the end times? 

2c. His ancestry: 

3 DESCRIPTIONS OF JUDE 

JUDE I 1

SERVANT 

BROTHER 

Jude attaches a two-fold designation to his name, the first 
showing his spiritual relationship, the second his physical 
relationship. 

Id. His heavenly relationship: 

By calling himself the servant or bondslave (oooAo�) 
of Jesus Christ, he relates himself to Jesus as his

heavenly master. Like James, he refuses.to call himself 
the brother of Jesus Christ. The reason for this reticence 
is underscored by Farrar: 

"Awe and humility prevented him. Their relationship to 
Jesus of Nazareth in the earthly life gave them no right 
to speak of themselves as brothers of Him who now sat at 
the right hand of the Majesty on high. I believe that 
both James and John would have repudiated with something 
like horror and indignation the title of adelphotheos, 
"brother of God," which sometimes applied to them in the 
early Church, and which is even found in late inscriptions 
of this Epistle" (p. 452) . 

The term oooAoc; is derived from OE(J), , "to 
bind" and denotes one who is bound to another. 
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It originally meant "slave" in contrast to a master or 
free man (Mt. 8:9; Gal. 3:28). 

In a spiritual sense it describes Jude as one who is bound 
by affection and allegiance to his Master. Its use in the 
salutation seems to imply that he has been appointed to 
public ministry by his Lord (Rom. 1:1; Phil. 1:1; Tit. 
1:1). Green remarks: 

"What a change from the days before the resurrection, when 
His brothers did not believe in Hirn, but thought Him 
deranged (Jn. vii, 5, Mk. iii. 21, 31). Now that he had 
become a believer, Jude's aim in life was to be utterly 
at the disposal of the Messiah Jesus'' (2 Peter and Jude 
TNTC, p. 155). 

Jude shows by his conduct and his commandments that he is 
under the absolute authority of his Master. His words of 
warning have a divine urgency. 

2d. His earthy relationship: 

Jude calls himself "The brother of James." The simple 
reference to the name James meant one person, and only 
one--James, the Lord's half-brother, the leader of the 
Jerusalem church. Though Paul calls Jude "brother of the 
Lord" (I Cor. 9:5), with genuine modesty Jude prefers 
to refer to himself as brother of James, willing to play 
second fiddle to James. 

2b. The characterization of the readers: 

Before Jude confronts his readers with the awful apostasy, he comforts 
them with words of assurance unequalled anywhere·. Describing his 
readers' privileged position, Jude introduces his second triad: the 
saints are sanctified, preserved and called. 

3 SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS 

le. Their secure position: SANCTIFIED I 1

PRESERVED 

ld. Calling by the Spirit: CALLED 

J
UDE, the servant of Jesus
Christ, and brother of J runes, 

to them that are sanctified by 
God the Father, and preserved 
in Jesus Christ, and called: 

While the word "called" is placed last in the verse, it stands 
there for special emphasis, having a substantival force. Jude 
thus identifies the readers as "the called," who have been 
sanctified and preserved. 
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The Bible speaks of two types of calls with reference to salvation: 

le. The general call: 

Through it God externally offers salvation to all mankind 
through the death of Christ (Jn. 3:16; Is. 55:1). Many 
hear the call of invitation but few respond (Mt. 22:14). 

2e. The efficacious call: 

This call takes place internally and irresistibly when the 

the Holy Spirit works on the heart of the individual, enabling 



him to respond to the gracious invitation of the Gospel. 

The word "called" is the principal word of the whole clause 
and signifies not only individuals invited to salvation, but 
those in whom the calling has been efficient to bring them 
through personal faith to salvation. Being called is a term 
synonymous with being a Chrjstian. The effective call is 
never based on human works but on God's purpose (2 Tim. 1:9; 
1 Cor. 1:1). 

2d. Sanctification through God: 

The Western Text reads here not sanctified (hegiasmenois), as does 
the Majority Text, but beloved (agapemenois), a reading accepted 
by most commentators. However, the Majority Text or Textus 
Receptus appears in this writer's estimate to be superior. The 
reading is somewhat parallel to I Cor. 1:2. There is no place in 
the N.T. where Christians are said to be "beloved in God the 
Father." 

le. The significance: 

The term sanctified denotes that the believer has been separated 
or set apart. The word "saint" comes froin the same root word 
and means "a sanctified one"--one who has been set apart from 
sin unto Christ. It was the Father's plan from eternity past 
to set apart certain ones to be the special objects of His 
favor, to apply the merits of Christ's death to their sins 
and eventually make them totally holy like His Son. 

2e. The stages of sanctification: 

The Scriptures teach four stages of sanctification: 

lf. · Preparatory sanctification: 
2 Thess. 2:13; 1 Cor. 7:12-14 

2f. Positional sanctification: 
Rom. 1:7; 1 Cor. 1:2; 2 Cor. 1:1; Eph. 1:1; Phil 1:1; 
Col. 1:2; 

Jf. Progressive sanctification: 
1 Peter 1:16 

4f. Perfective sanctification: 
1 Jn 3:1-3; 1 Thess 5:23 

Every genuine believer is a saint. Positionally he is seated 
with Christ at the heavenlies and some day, when he sees Christ 
face-to-face he will be sinlessly perfect. The Corinthian 
believers, despite all their immorality and carnality, are 
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aalled saints (1 Cor. 1:2; 2 Cor. 1:1). How totally unbiblical 
is the Roman Catholic understanding of sainthood. Only the 
most godly of persons will some day achieve sai�thood and that 
not until they are declared by the church to be in heaven. Note 
the excerpt from a Catholic catechism: 
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Veneration of Saints 

2. A person who died in the grace of God
and is already in heaven is a saint. In 
the strict sense of the term, a saint is one 
solemnly declared by the Church to be in 
heaven, and may be given public veneration. 

Before a person is declared a saint, rigid proof 
is required of a life of heroic virtue. Inqmry is 
made into his life, virtues, and writings. Tbe pre­
liminary investigation is usually not made until 
at least fifty years after the person's death. The 
process goes through three stages which, if satis­
factory, end in papal declarations for three degrees, 
with titles given of Venerable, Ulessed, and Saint. 
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3d. Preservation for Christ: ,Vh,- CATHOLIC FAITH 198 

The called believers are sanctified, that is, have positionally a 
righteous standing before God and, in light of the apostasy, Jude 
offers warm assurance that the believer is being kept secure. 

le. The expression of "Keeping": 

Levy correctly emphasizes the grammatical aspect of teteremenois: 
The word "preserved" is a perfect participle which 

means to guard, to hold finnly, to watcl,, and fo keep. It speaks of 
a past act which took place the moment the person received 
salvation in Christ with the present and permanent results 
of still being "preserved." The believer has been kept, is 
being kept and will be kept as an eternal possession by 
Christ. 

Many teach that a Christian can lose his salvation by 
going off into sin. This is not true. The believer is kept not 
by his own power, but by God's power (1 Pet. 1:5), which 
provides the security needed to preserve him in �lvation. 
If the Christian could lose his salvation. then salvation 
would depend upon him and not upon the keeping.power 
of God. The Christian is as secure in his salvation as the 
power of God is to keep him secure. 

("Jude," Israel My Glory, April-May 1987, p. 27) 

2e. The emphasis of "keeping": 

The divine keeping receives a two fold emphasis in Jude. 

lf. Protective keeping: 

While the believers are kept eternally secure, they are 
therefore not justified to sin. Their duty is, "keep your­
self in the love of God" (21). 

2f. Punitive keeping: 

Verses 6 and 13 show that there is also a punitive keeping 
of apostates for judgment period. Both protection and 
punitive keeping are aspects of God's sovereignty in dealing 
with His creatures. 



Veneration of Saints 

2. A person who died in the grace of God
and is already in heaven is a saint. In 
the strict sense of the term, a saint is one 
solemnly declared by the Church to be in 
heaven, and may be given public veneration. 

Before a person is declared a saint, rigid proof 
is required of a life of heroic virtue. Inquiry is 

, made into his life, virtues, and ·writings. The pre­
liminary investigation is usually not made until 

��,��,��l(AJ ...... ,.,:: .. },c;=-.��,,.,.\k--.... _,.,.,�'"'J11• .. at least fifty years after the person's death. The 
�,-'1,11, ... process goes through three stages which, if satis-

. .. factory, encl in papal declarations for three degrees, 
, with titles given of Venerable, Blessed, anc.l Saint. 

3. To one whose 1nartyrdo1n or heroic
virtue has been proved, the title Venerable 
is given; he n1ay be accorded no public 
veneration. If the inquiry continues, this sec­
ond stage is the process of beatification; 

. ending successfully, it grants the person the 
title Blessed, with a limited public venera-

�_,.,.,,,___,..,. __ , tion.
The cause for beatification is not opened unless 

the holiness of the person is outstanding and ascer­
tained by competent authority, or unless the mira­
cles worked are of nn extraordinary character. Proof 
is required of at least two miracles worked at his 
intercession: these are unquestioned signs of God's 
approvaL 

4. If fonnal investigation proceeds into the
third stage, that is the process of canoniza­
tion. If satisfactory, it ends with a papal 
declaration giving the title Saint, with pub­
lic veneration in the universal Church. 

For canonization proof is required of at least two 
additional miracles, subsequently worked by the 
beatified one. 

198 MY CATHOLIC FAITH 
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9/8/25, 1:32 PM BIessed Cario Acutis‥ A Mode「n-Day roIe-mOde- of Iove for Christ and redemptive suffering

端醇Home About BIog

Blessed Ca「寡o Acutis: A Modem-

Day role-mOdei of漢ove fo「 Ch「ist

and redemptive suffe「-ng

Hector

O4 Nov 2023-○4 1丁I高「ead

書

n a WOrid often characte一・ized by fast葛PaCed iiwhg and distractions, the story of BIessed

CarIo Acutis stands as a beacon of hope and inspiration for a-1 Christians. but

ー23a一

ParticularIy for young people. CarioIs short but extraordinary life was marked by deep faith,

unwavering devoti。n tO the Eucharist′ and a 「emarkable ab冊y to inspire those around him.

l’d like to briefIy expIore the life′ fajth’and impact of Blessed Car-o Acutis′ emPhasizing how

he continues to inspjre spirituai growth and a profound love for the Eucharist.

CarIo was bo「n on May 3言991′ ir- London′ E-1g加d′ but his fami-y soon moved to Milan,

ltaIy′ Where he spent mciStOf his iife. From an ear-y age′ Car-o exhibited a special

COnneCtion to the 〔)atr‘OIic faith.してe received his First Ho-y Commu-1ion at just seven years

OId′ a mifestone that ignite。 a deep and enduring iove for the Eucharist. His faith journey

began with his fam時S in仙ence, but jt was his own personaI commitment that set him on a

remarkabie path. It was h!S idea to attend mass datry and this becaine a defining aspect of

hislife.

CarloIs most profound love was reserved for the Eucharist, the centrai saerament of the

Catholic Church・ He saw the Eucharist as the '・highway to Heaven" and be=eved that

th「ough the Eucharist・ PeOPle co`」ld experience a profound connection with God. One of

the n一一OSt remarkabIe aspects of his life was his dedication to cata-oging and sIlaring the

StOries of Eucharistic miracies. He used his sk紺s in comp=ter P「Ogramming to create a

Website that wouId showca3e these mil・acie!諦om a「ound the worid. TIlis project had a

PrOfound impact or' many Who e'lCOu=tered it. You may vis冊s websife throug上

皿漫〇三迫軸心Si迫hパira'=les c'f用e迦也i Carlo's website, ∨/hich he started at the a

PrOvided a pIatform fo「 peopIe lo expiore the many docume「-ted instar.ICeS Of Eucharistic

時S:/lww.waikinghし’mbIywjthgod.com/bIog/2023/1 1 104/bles3ed-C∂rIo-aCutis-a-mOdern-day-「O-e-mOdel-Oftove-for-C一一「jsトand一「edemptive-Su軸nq/ ’( /3
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miracies. The purpose was to deepen peopIe’s faith in the Real Presence of Chrjst in the

Eucharist.

His use oftechnoIogyto sp「ead the message ofthe Eucharist is a testament to how faith

and modem tooIs can intersect. Besides enjoying pIaying video games like most young

PeOPIe′ he was a gifted computer programmer′ and his website was a groundbreaking way

to 「each peopie with the message of Christ’s presence in the Eucharist. He aIso created

Websites for locaI parishes.

〃OurgoaI musl be h筋}i章g ”Of肋e伽ife・ 77)e h筋)i書e is our homehndL H占ayen厄s

been ‖略i筋)g hr us foIeVer〃

While CarIo-s devotion to the Eucharist was centrai to his Iife′ he a-so had a compassionate

heart for those Iess fortunate. His faith-i=SPired actions extended beyond the waIis of the

Church・ He reguIarly heIped the homeIess in MiIan′ distributing food and c-othing to those in

need. His charitable acts demonstrated his commitment to living out the Gospe- message

Of Iove and service.

In his brief life′ Carlo found inspiration in the lives of saints and ho-y figu「es, Which shaped

his own spirituaI joumey. Two figu「es. in particular, heId speciaI pIaces in his heart.・

. St. Francis ofAssisi‥ Cario had a deep admiration for St" Francis ofAssisi, known for his

Iove of nature and simpIicity. This admiration for St. Francis infIuenced Carlo's approach

to Iife and his Iove for aII of God-s c「eation.

. St. Teresa of CaIcutta (Mother Te「esa)‥ Carlo aIso drew inspiration from St. Teresa of

Calcutta′ COmmOnIy known as Mother Teresa. Her se-fIess service to the poor and

margi軸Zed deepIy resonated with him′ ieading him to fo-Iow her examp-e by he-ping

In a t「agic turn of events′ CarIo was diagnosed with -eukemia at the age of 15. Despite the

imme′lSe ChaIIenges he faced・ his fajth remained unshaken. Throughout his battIe with

Ieukemia′ he offered his pain and suffering fo「 the Church and the intentio=S Of the Pope.

His unwavering faith and courage in the face of a life-th「eatening冊ess became a

teStament tO hjs spirituaI strength and it heIps us understand how we can handle sickness

and suffe「ing.

On October lO′ 2020′ Car10 Acutis was beatified in Assjs口taly, a Sjgnificant miIestone trlat

recognized his ho冊ess a-1d sanctity. Carlo became the first m川ennia圧o be deciared

’●BIessed“ by the Cathoiic Church・ The beatifjcation ce「emony in Assisi was attended by

many faithfuI from a「ound the wo「ld′ aIl gathered to honor CarIo's inspiring life and faith. His

Iife was officialiy recognized as an example of exceptiona- hoIjness and devotion to the

BIessed Carlo AcしItis' life may have been cut short, but his legacy continues to touch the

Ijves ofcountless ind廟duaIs′ yOung and old. His profound impact can be feIt in several

WaVS.田s story resonates with young peopIe′ demo「lStrating that holiness is attajnable

even in the modem WOrId. His exampIe encourages young christians to deepen thei「 faith

and cuItivate a pe「sonaI reIationship wjth Jes=S through the Eucharist. Hjs =fe is a 「eminder

tha川〔用ness is not confi「一ed to the past but is achievabIe here and now′ eVen by young

PeOPle. Blessed Carlo Acutis s†ands as a modem-day ・′saint′・′ guiding us on our spjrjtuaI

joumey and inspiring us to be more Chris帥ke.

https:/lwww.wa酷いghu「nblywithgod・COm/blogI2023I= /041blessed-Ca「lo-aCutis-a-mOde「n-dav-rOie-mOdeI-Of_iove_for_Christ_anrLra売mn品a_。, ,ff食.;nn/
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10 things you shouid know about Blessed Ca「Io Acutis

Pope F「ancis w川canonize Carlo Acutis on Apri1 27′ 2025. Agamer and computer

PrOgrammerWho Ioved the Eucharist, he w川be the Chu「ch′s first m用ennjaI saint.

So who is B漢essed Car看o? He「e′s whatyou need to

know:

1. CarloA⊂utiswas born May3, 1991, in London, Where his fathe「

WaS WOrking.

」ust a few months iater, he moved with his pa「ents, Andrea Acutis and Antonia

SaIzano, tO Milan, ltaly.

2・ CarIo was diagnosed with書eukemia as a teenager・

Before his death in 2006′ he o什ered his su什erings for Pope BenedictXVI and forthe

Church’Saying: ’’‘ offer al’ofmysufferingto the Lord forthe pope and forthe C芸。d}

in order notto go to purgatory butto go straightto heaven.′′

㌦
3. Car寡o had a specia獲1ove for God

From a youngage′ Ca「lo had a specia=oveforGod′ eVen though his parents weren′t.

especialIy devout. Antonia Salzano, his mom, Said that before CarIo, She.went tc) Mass

Onlyfor herfirst Communion′ her confirmation′ and herwedding・ But as a young

Child′ Ca「lo Ioved to praythe rosary. After he made his first Communion, he wentto

Mass as often as possibIe atthe pa「ish ac「oss from his eIementaryschool. CarIo′s Iove

for the Eucha「ist aIso inspired a deep conversion for his mother. According to the

POStulator promoting his cause for sainthood′ he ′‘managed to d「ag his reIatives, his

Pa「entStO Mass every day. 1twas notthe otherway around再WaS nOt his pa「ents

bringingthe Iittie boyto Mass′ but itwas hewho managed toget himse-fto Mass and

to convince others to receive Communion daiiy・′′ Saizano spoke to ′,EWTN News

NightIy’’in Octobe「 2023 about he「 son’s devotion to the BIessed Sacrament. She said:

′′He used to say′ ′There a一-e queues in front ofa conce「t′ in front ofa footb訓match,

but l don’tseethese queしIeS in front ofthe Blessed Sacrament′ … So, for him the

Eucharist was the cente「 of his life.′′

https:l/www.ewtnvatican,COmlarticIes/1 0-things-yOu-Should-know-abouトblessed-Ca「lo-aCutis-3825 クl千i



Teen known as 'God's influencer' to lleecrme the first millennial 

Saint Am I right in thinking, however, you were.baptized in 

London? 

True. Two weeks after my birth, on May 18th, I was baptized 
Carlo Maria Antonia at the Church of Our Lady of Dolours, on 
Fulham Road, in Chelsea. Carlo is the Italian for Charles. That was 
my grandfather's name (on my father's side), and he became my 
godfather. Of course, there are many saints by that name, such as 
the famous St. Charles Bonomeo who was a wonderful 
Archbishop of Milan, a great reforming bishop who helped the 
poor, especially during a terrible·plague. My grandmother on my 
mother's side, Luana, became my godmother. All my grandparents 
came to London for the Bv.ptism, a.s well as my great-grandmother, 
Adriana. My mother bought a special cake in Harrod's for the 
occasion. h was in the shape of a lamb a.nd covered with a_ white. 
glaze and buttercream with liquor and cream on the inside. Of 
course, I don't remember any of that! 

It was a big day for me. I realized ,Jesus vvas someone 
really, really special, and I wa�i:ed always to be dose 
to him. I can't really r.xpiain it, but i started goi-ng to 
Mass every day after _that. 

Most of us don't remember our Baptism. For many today, 
however, Baptism seems fo be )ust a naming ceremony, an 

early ritual that a family likes to celebrate for a new baby. As 

you grew older you came to understand the importance of 

your Baptism. 

Saint Pope John Paul 11, who was the Pope for most of my life, 
often said that Baptism is the most important day of our lives. 
Perhaps we don't always think of that. People do not realize what 
an infinite gift it is to receive Baprism. They tend to think of the 
gifts, the white garment, the special cake. People don't stop to 
understand the meaning of Baptism itself. Even if we are only 
babies, so much happens at· Ilaptism. Baptism eliminates original 
sin; i'C is the door that allows us access to salvation. It is the 

. gateway to the other sacraments. Through Baptism, we become 
members of the new family of the Church. We are brought to 
share in God's life. [n my viei.,v, our time on earth would not be 
enough to thank Jesus for havfog g_iven us Baptism. What I also
came to -understand is that every baptized person is a prophet. 
½'hat I meant by saying d�at is that, at Baptism_. each one of us is 
given great potential for o,ur future. it is by living out the faith,
and hope, and love ·poured into us at Baptism, that we can make 
our lives into somed1ing woi1<forful, really transforming the world 
around us. 

h++""., ,.., ... ,., fnr-nl <> romnrli ,:-i ,-nm/rm:in::i7i ra:�/r.nntP.nt/ co,wersation-saint-carlo-acutis? srsltid=AfrnBOoo YbcA5rSoJZ0bj94CKEKkW-DBWolDgAvQ7 eH oiM. . . ;�17 



9i4/25, 10:26 PM When will Carlo Acutis, the first millennial saint, be canonized? 

During the cerernony, the pontiff will also canonize Pier Giorgio Frassati, a young 

Italian man known for helping those in need and who died of polio in the 1920s. 

Who was Blessed Carlo Acutis? 

Born in 1991, Carlo learned several computer coding languages and developed 

·websites for his parish and the wider Catholic Church.

Anyone born between 1981 and �996 is considered to be a millennial, according to 

the Pew Research Center. 

Carlo's beatification took place i.q 2·020, when Pope Francis declared the teen had 
. . 

attained the blessedness of heaven, and he was given the title of "Blessed." 

Mgracles attributed to Blessed Carlo Acutis 

Sainthood causes are exainined by .a Vatican department that 1nust confirm that a 

potential saint lived a holy life. It usually also involves the verification of two 

rniracles attributed to the future saint's intercession with God in heaven. 

Carlo is credited ,�nth healing a 4···-year-old Brazilian boy who had a serious 

pancreatic malfonnation and a 21-year-old Costa Rican ·worr1.an who was near death 

after a bicycle accident. 

Thf� pare11ts of both individuals had prayed to Carlo for help, according to the 

Vatican. 

What is a saint? 

Saints are persons in hea.v_en ;�ho did one of the following, according to the United 

States. Conference o_f Cathol;c Bishops: 

Li�ed heroically virtuous.lives. 

Off,�red their life to others. 

Died for their faith. 

httns.,h1w.v.us-:.1today.ccmistoryinows/worlC'l/202Gi09i02/cario-acutis-cnnonization--sept-7-pope-leo/859282500()7/ 2i3 
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2c. Their s_tupendous provisions: 

The predications here made of the saints are relevant to the 
epistle as a whole: 

ld. Against the background of false professions of which 
Jude warns, his readers are called. 

2d. Against the background of moral defilement which Jude portrays, 
his readers are sanctified. 

3d. Against the background of apostasy leading to ruinous judgment, 
his readers are kept. 

-25-

Well has Zane Hodges said: "The readers are everything that the 
apostates are not! The insecun.e are afflicted with discouragement 
and are plunged into a··moi:al abyss" ("Exposition of Jude," Unpublished 
Class Notes, p. 1). 

The believer stands armed by God's provisions ready for the 
conflict in the defense of the Gospel. 

THE GREATEST PRIVILEGE 

ON EARTH 

1 CALLING , -- � i 

"'--
• 

The Holy Spirit efficaciously 
the sinner to the Savior.. 

draws 
•• 

Against the background of false 
professions of which Jude warns, his 
readers are called. 

• 2 S�CTIFICA TION "

... �-:::¥.:, 

•'"' 

Through sanctification God conforms 
the sinner to the holiness of Christ. 

Against the background of moral 
defilement which Jude portrays, his 
readers are sanctified. 

?\
::.:-

,,,_!?;.

3 PRESERVATION 
By God's power the genuine believer 
is eternally secure. 

,,. 
Against the background of apostasy f 

leading to ruinous judgment, his 
1' 

readers are kept. 

1i:,1 
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SANCTIFICATION IN ITS FOUR STAGES

PREPARATORY 
SANCTIFICATION 

2 THESS. 2: 13 

POSITIONAL 
SANCTIFICATION 

1 COR. 1:2 cf. 6:11 

PROGRESSIVE 
SANCTIFICATION 

1 PETER 1:16 

PERFECTIVE 
SANCTIFICATION 

1 THESS. 5:23; 1 JN. 3: 1-3 
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THE S£Q/U£NTIAL ST£PS OF SALVATION 

AN ATTEMPT AT A LOGICAL ORDER 

Eternity Future I { 0 Glorification Sinless Perfection (Rom. 8:20)

0 Sanctification Transfonning Progress (1 Thess. 5:23)

In Time 

0 Reconciliation Restored Relationship (Rom. 5: 1 0; 2 Cor. 5: 19)

B Justification Sinless Standing (Rom. 8:30)

8 Redemption Purchased Freedom (1 Cor. 1:30; Heb. 9:12)

0 I Salvation Radica/Change Rom.1:16 

0 Faith Trusting Response (Eph. 2:8; 2 Thess. 2:13; Acts 13:48)

0 Calling Efficacious Summons (Jude 1, Rom. 8:30)

0 Predestination Extraordinary Goal (Rom. 8:29)

Eternity 

__ P_a_s_t_ __. 8 Election Sovereign Choice (Rom. 11:5; Eph.1:4) 

0 Foreknowledge Personal Relationship (1 Pet. 1 :2, 20)

0 Love Ultimate Cause (Jer. 31:3)



ー28-

3c・富heir spiritual progress: 1詔諾菩薄謝andpeace’and

ld・ A passiona亡e deslre forprogress:

Verse 2 con亡ains another triplet・皿is亡riple prayer-

Wish occurs only here ln the New∴冒esta皿ent. Jude knew

What believers needed fro皿God as亡hey contend for亡he

fal亡h in an age of apostasy:一一Mercy’... PeaCe, and

love.. ‥ mul亡1pled一, (2)・

le. A mul亡1plicaヒion of mercy:

The term mercy ls rare in a greeting, bu亡extremely

i呼or亡ant ±n亡he four places where lt occursl

always against a background of false teaching

(2John 3:l・工Ti皿・ l:2; IITim. l:2).

While grace is∴the free and unmeri亡ed favor of God

eX亡ended亡O the guilty slnner, merCy ± ・・is

亡he compassion thaヒpl亡1es the needy and wretched

and acヒS tO皿ee‥heir need." (Hiebert’P.214).

|n grace God glves us wha亡We don一亡deserve; in

mercy He withholds from us wha亡We do deserve. As

believers, Judels leaders had experienced God's

unmeri亡ed favor・工n view of亡he distressing and

dangerous si亡ua亡ion亡hey faced' Jude prayed for an

abundan亡SuPPly of mercy for亡hem.

2e. A magniflca亡ion of peace:

Peace (eirene) relates亡Oヒhe condi亡1on of well-

being and inne‥ranqulli亡y of those who are rightly

rela亡edヒO God. 11A person who has nade peace wi亡h

God recelves peace from God) Wh.工ch produces亡he」..-二二二i「
」ここ=二

PeaCe I生God in hls llfe (Levy.工sr;el M

Aprll-May 1987, P. 27)

Splritual serenity and personal peace are necessary

in亡he血ds亡Of亡he raglng conflic亡.

3e. A manifes亡a亡ion of love:

Love J± 1s亡he third member of th。 t.iad whi。h

is divlnely inl亡iated. Love is the一,de11berate

Principle of皿ind and heart which thoughtfully seeks

the welfare of o亡hers一一(Hiebert, P. 214).

冒he unrequited regard for a fellow-man is the bes亡

evidence of亡he genuineness of faith (Jn. 13:34-3与).

True believers can be dlstinqulshed from亡he false

by this quality.
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ALERT! 

3 Beloved, wl1en I gave·all diligence to write unto you of tl1e con1n1on sal­vation, it was needful for JUe to write unto you, and exhort you that ye sl1011ld

__ � earnestly con�end for the faith w!iich• was onc.e delivered unto the salllts. � · 4 For there are certah1 Dlen crept in·unawares, who were before of old ordained to tl1is condelllnation, un- •godly ni�n, t11rning tl1e grace of our God into lascivious11ess, and denying the only .Lord God, and our LordJe'�us Christ. 
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2d. The present p�ssibility for progress: 

While mercy, peace and love are initially present in 
every believer, Jude's prayer wish is that these gifts 
"may be multiplied." The word plethuntheie is in the 
aorist optative singular, expressing an abundant multi­
plication. The more pressing the believer's problems, 
the greater the divine provision. 

Coder traces the special relationship between mercy, 
peace and love and the believer: 

"There is an upward look in the word mercy. an inward 
look in the word peace, an outward look in the word 
love. These three relate us properly to God, to our 
inner being, to our brethren around us. When they are 
multiplied, and only then, will we be able to cope with 
the great apostasy of the last days." (p. 13) 

3b. The explanation of the purpose: 3 

3 Beloved, wi1en I gave all diligence 
to write unto you of the conunon. sal­
vation, it was needful for me to write 
unto you, and exhort you that ye should 
earnestly contend for the faith which 
was once delivered unto the saints. 

le. The apostolic desire: 

Id. The disclosure of his original purpose: 3a 

le. Common salvation: 

In a few words Jude -discloses that he had originally 
desired to write a letter concerning the common 
salvation, shared by all believers. The term, 
"common salvation" parallels the "common faith" of 
Tit. 1:4. The salvation is common in the sense that 
God's genuine saints everywhere share its blessings 
in the same way. Salvation is not an experience 
available to only a few privileged individuals or 
esoteric groups. 

2e. Loving concern: 

Jude addresses his readers as "beloved," an unusual 
term for the beginning of an epistle, found only one 
other time, in 3 Jn. 2. Jude expresses with the 
"beloved" his sincere effort in seeking the welfare 
of those addressed. It was this love that prompted 
him to warn them of the danger confronting them. It 
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was this love that prompted him to denounce in the 
strongest terms possible the encroaching apostasy. 
Well has S. Lewis Johnson said: "It is not true love 
that does not warn the saints of God against the 
intrusion of the serpent that bites with deadly 
sting." (taped message on Jude 1-3) 

3e. Great urgency: 

Twice Jude uses the .infinitive "to write" in verse 
3. The first "to write" is in the present tense,
implying that Jude contemplated to write at a calm
pace. The second "to write" is in the aorist tense,
indicating an act performed immediately.

2d. The declaration of his altered purpose: 3b 

le. The constraint: 

APOSTASY 

AL�RT! 

The words, "I was constrained," {literally, 
"necessity I got") points to an unexpected event 
which compels him to pen a different kind of letter. 
What the original letter may have been like is 
difficult to determine. However, verses 24-25 may 
give a clue. 

Mayor writes concerning the exigency which arose: 

V.3

2e. 

"The new epistle had to be written at once and could 
not be prepared for at leisure, like the one he had 
previously contemplated. It was no welcome task: 

- 'necessity was laid upon him.' The watchman was
bound to give warning, however much the people might
resent it (Ez. 37:17-19, 33:6-9)" (p. 22).

The content: 

Instead of an explanation of the Gospel, Jude writes 
an exhortation to the saints. The exhortation was 
to contend earnestly for the faith. Lawlor 
fittingly remarks concerning Jude: 

"He is the man of the hour, God's own particular 
choice to stand in the breach and face the great 
arch-enemy of God with the truth." (p. 40) 

If. The faith: 

In the context, the word "faith" refers to the 
body of Christian beliefs. It is the body of 
apostolic teaching. (Acts 2:42) It is the 
objective body of Christian truth which the 
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Church must preserve from corruption. This 
truth was "once and for all" delivered to the 
saints. Jude, says Green, "comes very near to 
asserting propositional revelation, a concept 
widely denied today. God, he implies, has 
handed over to His people a recognizable body of 
teaching about His Son" (p. 139). 

2f. The foundation: 

The Christian Church from its earliest days 
accepted, taught and defended specific truths 
as the very foundation of Christianity (Acts 2: 
42; 6:7; Rom. 6:17; Gal. 1:23; 3:23; 
Phil • 1 : 1 7 , 2 7 ) •

This foundation of the faith came now under the 
attack of the apostates. 

:3e. The conflict: 

Satan has always endeavored to destroy the fundamentals 
of the faith, using individuals outside the church in 
his satanic scheme and, s4dly, individuals within the 
Church as well. What was true in the first century is 
also true in the 20th century. Carl McIntire has traced 
some of the areas of the attack: 

In the twentieth century the fundamentalist-mod­
ernist controversy has been over the great common 
doctrines of our historic Christian faith. Among 
these are the infallibility and inerrancy of the Scrip­
tures. Without a Bible, which is the \Vord of God, 
we can have no authority and no message. The 
virgin birth of Christ has ·been disputed, -but, with­
out the virgin-born, sinless, spotless Lamb of God, 
we cannot have a sacrifice and substitute. Another 
glorious doctrine is the atonement that Christ made 
by the sacrifice of Himself upon the cross to satisfy 
the demands of divine justice and to reconcile us 
to God. We call it "the blood atonement." Today 
it is denied, called "slaughter house" religion, and 
all manner of ridicule is hurled at those who believe 
that the blood of Jesus Christ, God's Son, cleanses 
from sin. The bodily resurrection of Christ from 
the dead is another one of the fundamentals that is 
repudiated. But Paul has made it plain that if 
Chris,t be not risen, then is our faith vain, our 
preaching is vain, we are yet in our sins, and we 
are of all men to be pitied. 

(The Epistle of Apostasy, p. 19) 
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2 Timothy 3:16 
All scripture is given by Inspiration of God, and is profitabie for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 

1 Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, and 
brother of James, to them that are 
sanctified by God the Father, and 
preserved in Jesus Christ, and called: 

What is Right 

DOCTRINE 

REPROOF 
What is Not RiQht 

16 These are murmurers, complainers, walking 
after their own lusts; and their mouth speaketh 
great sweling words, having men's persons in 
ach:niration because of advantage. 

2c. The awful danger: 4 

2f Keep yourselves in the love of God, 
.looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus 
Christ unto eternal life. 

How to Get Right . 

CORRECTION 

INSTRUCTION 
How to Stay RiQht 

20 But ye , beloved, building up 
yourselves on your m ost holy fa ith, 
praying in the Holy Ghost, 

. 4 For there are certain men crept in 
uqawares, who were before of old 
ord.ained to this condemnation, un­
godly. men, turning the grace of our 
God .iµto lasciviousness, and denying 
the only Lbrd · .God, and our Lord 
J�'�us __ 9�st.

In vs. 3 Jude gives an exhortation, a matter on which he 
elaborates in verses 17-25. In verse 4 Jude gives an expla­
nation of the danger, expounded in verses 5-16. The 
occasion of the letter was the undetected intrusion of un­
godly individuals into the fellowship oi the churches. 
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Jude is very agitated. Apostates are undermining and 
undoing the work of the apostles in the churches. It is 
not a time to declare the Gospel but to defend the very 
foundation on which the Gospel rests. There is one thing 
more important than the Gospel and that is its defense 
when it is under attack from people within the church. 

John Kelly's words, penned over 100 years ago, have an 
even greater urgency tod�y than they did in his time: 

The work of defending the faith can never be 
wisely neglected by the Christian Church; but it
must ever be remembered that it can at best only 
confirm t�e believer, silence the gainsayer, and pro­
duce intellectual conviction in the doubter. Some­
thing more than argument is needful to bring men 
to heartfelt obedience to the faith, to save men 
from their sins, to overcome the inherited bias to 
evil. nntive to the human heart, which leads to

resistance to the truth of God, even the Gospel 
"received in th� Holy Ghost, and in much assur­
ance." 

("The Present Conflict With Unbelief," The Living Papers 
Concerning Christian Evidences, Doctrines and Morals, 
Vol 9 1887 , p 48) 

Historically, fundamentalists have stood for the funda­
mentals of the £aith. They are not simply satisfied to 
believe them but are willing to do battle for them. With­
out these fundamentals there is no Gospel. Obedient 
Christians will obey Jude's main imperative in the 
epistle, to earnestly contend. The word epagonizomai, 
found only here in the N.T., "speaks of a vigorous, 
intense, determined struggle to defeat the opposition 
• • •  The Greek athletes exerted themselves to the point
of agony in an effort to win the contest. With such
intense effort does Jude say that the saints should
defend the doctrines of Christianity." (Wuest, In These
Last Days, p 235)

W
HO is on the Lord's side,

Always true ? 
There's a•right and wrong s.ide, 

Where stand yo·u ? 

Thousands on the wrong side 
Choose to stand, 

Still 't is not the strong side, 
True and grand. 

Come and join the Lord's sicle : 
Ask you why ? -

'Tis the only safe side 
By and by. 
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The Des Moines Register, August 26, 1985, p. 13A 
. . . .  , 

:Says fundamentalist 
-ienets misunderstood
·
w

·ITH INTEREST I read WU-••• . 11am Simbro's report on• Fundamentalists Anony-
mous, "a support group for people 
·hreatlng .away from fundamentall.st
.churches." Slmbro quoted Barbara
.Meler, bead of the local ,hapter.
;: •-it· ls obvious that ahe does not have
-the remotest understanding of the true
nature of f undamentallam. She de­
scribes [Us) dlstlncUve marks as "a
belief in the ablolute. lnerrancy of the
J3ibJe, separatl.sm from the rest of so­
ciety, and an exclusiveness ln whlch it
ls believed that only like-minded fol.ks
wlll make It to heaven."

How wrone ahe bl Fundamentalists
derive their name from five funda­
mental tenets of the Christian faith to
which they subscribe, beca111e they
are clearly taught In the Bible: (1) 1be
lnspiraUon·of the Scrlptu.rea, (2) the
virgin birth of Christ, (3) his deity, (4)
bis subsutuUonary atonement and (5)
his phyalcal resurrection and return.
-: . Fundamentalists do not believe that
tli�y are the. only ones mating It to
haven, but they do take seriously and
literally what Christ hlmseH said: 01
ain the:way, the truth and the We: no
man cometh unto the Father but by
me!! (John U:8), and "be that beUev•
��� on the Son hath everlasting Uf e;
and be that belleveth not the Son ahall
n9.t -� life" (John 3:36).
- P.enons Ulte Barbara Meler and her
colleagues have either never been ac­
quainted with genuJne fundamental­
lsm, or,- If so, bavt iiever really sub­
scribed to Its 'lilessed biblical
doctrines. They foJJpw the ud pattern
of first-century lncllvlduala concern­
Ing whom the .\postle John writes:
"They went out froJD us: but they were
not ·of us; for If they bad been of us,
they would no doubt have continued
with us" (1 John 2:19). - Mufred E.
Keber, chairman.. Department of�
ology, Faltlt BapU1t Bible Colle1e,
) 900 N. W. FOllrtb St., Ankeny ...

• 

• 

; I am wrltlng lo regard to the article 
en Fundamentallsta Anonymous In the 
Aug. 17 Regbtef. As a former f unda-

mentallat, I can testlf y ftnt-hand to 
the 1plte and prejudice of these ex­
tremists. 'Ibey try to. patent God and 
put a copyright on talvaUon, when ln 
fact God's mercy la available to any-. 
one who ls willlng to accept ll 

Being free of the fundamentalista ii 
Ute getting out of prlsoa - you never 
want to go back! - Michael Swk, 
Ult Clarboa, Apt. UA. Des Moines. 

·Compromising?
Another member of The Regl1ter

stalf appears to be weartne too many
mwhapen and ID-fitting hats. Comes
now on Aug. 2 James Flansburg, the
''new'' literary oracle for the editorial
pages, panning the recent work ·of Wil­
liam L. Shirer .... 

Not all readers are wlUess turkeys 
waiting to be stuffed with marginal 
lefwven u presented ln that critique. 
The well-deserved credlblllty of 
Ftansbur1 In 1ummarldn1 poUUcal 
affalrs·,fs·dlmlnlshed wbeo departing 
from his area of experience. 

One· .would, think ·Flansburg would 
choose to avoid a parallel ldenUflca­
tloo with the often-feeble rumlnaUoos 
of Kilpatrick, the Intellectually devi­
ous and turgid tricks of Will and the 
sallow outpourings of Blnnle. 

Increasingly, I sense that the con­
tent of The Register editorial page3 Is 
compronilsed for the purposes of con­
venf ente and 1Upposed editorial "bal­
ance" rather than alm.ln1 for genuine 
quality. For some, ... your newspaper 
ls expected to be a algnlilcant and per­
haps crucially Important source of 
·dally Intellectual atJmulus .... 
• It ls dllflcult eooueh to slog through

the dally trash of the world which you 
necessarily must report. When I come
to the editorial pages, however, I ex­
pect to find well-edited, quality think­
ing and wrltlne, not an absence of di­
versity but almply some evidence that
lntelloct can and wlll prevail .... -
Robert W. 811t1clay, not E. Rld1e­
woocl Drive, Cedar Fallc. 
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The Context of Jude's Concern 

\ 
Authority: V. 1a 7 

\ Assurance: V. 1b 7 

I 

\ Armor: V. 2 7 

[ ACTION: V. 3 l 

Characteristics of 
Apostates: V. 4 

Cases of Apostasy: 
V. 5-7

I Castigation of Apostates: V. 8-10 \ 
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THE BENEFITS OF WRITING LETTERS 

TO. THE EDITOR 

Manfred E. Kaber, Th.D. 

1. Writing letters is an exercise of defending the truth. Letters can be of real value in keeping
the biblical admonition of earnestly contending for the faith (Jude 3). With truth under attack on
every hand, a powerful apologetic for the truth can be made in writing letters.

2. Writing letters to the editor serves as an example to other beli�vers. Many readers share
biblical convictions and one's letters would serve as a pattern on how to state and defend the
truth. We are admonished to set an example for others in maintaining sound doctrine, as Paul
admonishes Timothy, "be an example to the believers in word ... in faith" (1 Tim. 4:12).

Those believers known as fundamentalists have historically not just declared the truth but
defended it against attacks. By attacking and refuting error, a fetter writer not only follows the
biblical injunction of contending for the truth (Jude 3), but also demonstrates to other believers
how one cogently answers the person who may have questions about biblical doctrine or
decorum {1 Pet. 3:15).

3. Writing letters can be an encouragement to timid believers. When believers see your
published letters, they take courage and might well decide to take a similar stand for the truth
and thus glorify God. The letter written and published may well prompt others to take a stand
for t�e Lord and His Word. Verities directed to Israel from the Sermon on the Mount, may well
be applied to the Church Age believer: "Let your light so shine before men, that they may see
your good works and glorify your Father in heaven" (Matt. 5:16}.

4. 

5. 

Writing letters can be a splendid effort to evangelize. Many times it is possible to insert a
simple but clear statement of the gospel in one's letter. We are to share the gospel at every
opportunity, "in season and out of season" (2 Tim. 4:2). If God is pleased, the letter will be 
published in a newspaper with a circulation of many thousand copies. The letter writer has the
opportunity to share the plan of salvation and thus reach thousands of folks who never darken
the door of a church.

Writing letters should be an exercise in condensing and refining truth. Brief letters are
more likely to be published than lengthy epistles. Editors of letters to the editor will recognize a
brief, well-written missive. And judging from personal experience, the individual with a terse
presentation of a point of view will see his letters published time after time. He has repeated
opportunity of presenting biblical truth and ethical principles.

The habitual effort of stating biblical truth briefly and plainly will also benefit the writer's normal
presentations, as he clearly defines and simply states sound doctrine.
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6. Letters to the editor help in the expanding the writer's mind. The point is not just that the
reader be presented with a succinct statement on an issue, but the writer will hopefully have
done a fair amount of research on the topic before waxing eloquent in writing. Anything that
sets forth God's truth is worth the effort. As an additional benefit of researching a topic, the 
writer will increase his understanding of the biblical or moral issue, thus enlarging his own
comprehension, as he exercises his God-given mind unto godliness.

Paul's instruction to Timothy includes the admonition to ''give attention to reading, to 
exhortation, to doctrine .. . Meditate on these things; give yourself entirely to them, that your 
progress may be evident to all" (1 Tim. 4:13, 15). 

7. Letters to the editor help in the establishing of sound doctrine. Through the research and
written contributions, the writer deepens his own convictions and is able to give others the
benefit of his knowledge and insight. Paul speaks of the benefit of maintaining sound doctrine:
"Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. Continue in them, for in doing this you will save both
yourself and those who hear you" (1 Tim. 4:16).

This effort in maintaining sound doctrine can be in spoken or written form. According to Paul, 
what is the main benefit of holding and witnessing sound doctrine? It saves the writer and the 
reader from grievous error. This alone makes it worthwhile to publicly bear witness to the truth, 
with among other things, penning letters to the editor. 

8. Letters to the editor help in the exposure of foolishness, silliness and illogic. All <?f us
have shaken our heads at articl�s or letters to the editor which are so patently absurd that we
have wondered whether to respond and how to respond. A passage from Proverbs 26:5-6 comes
to mind. Verse 5: "Answer not a fool according to his folly, lest thou be also like unto him."
Verse 6: "Answer a fool according to his folly, lest he be wise in his own conceit." What seems
like a contradiction is really a complementary statement. In insignificant matters, don't respond.
In important matters, one should respond.

The wise and discerning individual seeks to avoid pointless arguments and the wasting of 
precious time and energy on foolishness. However, when biblical truth is under attack, such as 
the fact of creation, the veracity of the Scriptures or the uniqueness of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

one cannot help but point out the fallacy of the position and at the same time state clearly the 
facts, supporting them with Scripture and logic. Our letter to the editor may not convince the 
critic or the fool, but one never knows what reader has his doubts removed or his faith 
strengthened by a forceful and clear presentation of the truth. My files contain a number of 
letters of appreciation, some from most unlikely sources, of appreciative readers. That alone 
makes it worth the effort. 
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December l, 2022

Letters@bib-arCh.org

I have subscribed to BAR since its first issue. Almost every issue ofyour magazine is characterized by two

things: beautifuI photography and a denial ofthe historicity ofthe Exodus account.

The cur「ent issue (Winter 2022) is a case in point. The pictures are deiightfuI. The skepticism about the

reIiab掴ty of the Bible is dreadful. Ronald E. HendeI・ in his review of 77re Destruction q旬he C。n。。nites,

faults the author′ CharIie Trimm′ With being ′′committed to a high doctrine ofthe i=erranCy Of

SCripture.′′ Hendel insists that lsrael′s conquest ofthe Canaanites could not have taken pIace since

′′archeoIogy indicates that…the earIy lsraeIites were mostIy -ocal Canaanites who settied in the

PreViousIy sparseIy popuIated highIand・〃 of course′ arCheoIogicaI evidence proves no such thing,

W冊am Deve子s and Israel FinkeIstein′s cIaim notwithstanding.

israeI’s exodus from Egypt is the most impo舶nt event in the O・T.′ mentioned over 500 times. Whydo

」ewish schoIars insist on denying the unique history oftheir nation? The providential, miraculous

WOrking ofGod is seen in every aspect ofthe Exodus・ Was 」esus Christ mistaken when He referred to the

exodus (」ohn 3:14; Nu. 21:9)?

Another a面cle in BAR discusses ′′The Genesis of」udaism・′′ Yonatan AdIer asks, ・′when did the 」ewish

PeOPIe begin to keep 【theしaw]?′′ His answer′ ′′probably around the middle ofthe 5th century,′ B.C.

Never mind that the b剛caI account ciearlydemands a much ea両erdate forthegiving oftheしaw at

Mt. Sinai around 144与B.C.(1 Kings 6:1).

In the same issue of BAR′ We read ofAndreしemaire and 」ean-Philippe Delorme making extraordinary

efforts (and rightIy so) to discern the presence oftwo Ietters ofthe a-phabet on the inscription of

Moabite Stone. What kind of b酬cai schoIarship is it that focuses on the minutest deta冊a pagan

insc「iption and yet denies the historicity ofan event mentioned hundreds oftimes in the O.T.? This, I

Submit′ is not b酬cal archaeoIogy but skepticai archaeoIogy・

Sincereiy,

Manfred E. Kober, Th.D

Former Chair ofthe Department ofTheoIogy

Faith Baptist BibIe Co=ege

Ankeny, Iowa

309 Second Street SE

Bondurant, IA 50035

与1与-707-0071
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APOSTASY 

ALERT! 

ll 3 Beloved, when I gave all diligence
r to write unto you of the common sa.1-
� vation, it was needful for me to write 

unto you, and exhort you that ye should 
earnestly contend for the faith which 
was once delivered unto the saints. 
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DISCERNiNG DOCTRINAしDIF旺RENCES BY DEVOTED DISCIPしES

A Case in Point: The Rapture ofthe Church

How important shouId the doctrine ofthe Rapture be in the light ofthe

believer as he considers joining a loca賞church?

1A・ it is the Beiiever′s Greatest Hope

Whereas the Second Advent ofChrist is the most important worId event in prophecw an event

Which is mentioned over lOOO times in the O-d and New lestament′ the Raptu「e is the most

important promise forthe believe=t should have a centra- pIace in the beIieve「′s future

expectation.

1b・巧妙承れu・A印∝屯/〆軌○和や加の
一」t is a comforting hope

l Thess. 4:18 Wherefo「e comfort one another with these words.

一一It is a bIessed hope

Titus 2:13しooking for that bIessed hope′ and the g-orious appearing

Of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.

一一it is a purifying hope

lJn・ 3:3 And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himselt even as he is pu「e.

一一it is a sure hope

2 Pet. 1:19 We have also a more sure word of prophecy; Whereunto ye do we-1 that ye take

heed′ aS untO a light that shineth in a dark p-ace′ unti- the day dawn′ and the daγ Star arise in

2b・丑卯卸助ぬ描画玩妬砂め軌ク尺印で初や

In l and 2 ThessaIonians′ eVery Chapter refers to the return ofChrist・ On-y two ofthese

nine references a「e to the Second Advent′ the others are to the any-mOment return of

the Bridegroom.

**1 Thess. 1:10 - a deIiverance from wrath

**1 Thess. 2:19 - a gathering of a= the saints

**1 Thess. 3:3 - an incentive to hoIiness

**1 Thess. 4:14-16 -the rapture ofthe church

**1 Thess. 5:8-9 -the finai deliverance of the saints

**2 Thess. 1:8-9 -doom ofthe ungod-y

**2 Thess. 2:1-2 - an enCOuragement for steadfastness

**2 Thess. 2:8 - the destruction ofAntichrist

**2 Thess. 3:5 - a CauSe for patience



3b・巾ゆ雷榊′P竹印可軌ep刷氏坤t胸

1c.　The promise ofthe Lord′s retum: 」ohn 14:1-6

The first reference to the Rapture is by our Savior on the night before His

CruCifixion.

2c.　The picture ofthe Lord′s return: 1 Thess. 4:13_18

Twenty years later PauI reveaIs the sequence ofthe Rapture: the Lo「d returns fo「

the saints′ the dead are raised′ the living are translated, aS We meetthe Lord in

the airand return with Him to Heaven.

3c. The p「oof of theしord’s pretribulationaI return: Rev. 3:10

Because thou hast kept the word of my patience′一aIso wi岨eep thee from the hour of

temptation′ Which shaii come upon aIl the woridI tO t「y them that dwe= upon the

eaれh.

2A. The Rapture an Attacked Hope

ln these Iatter days′ Satan seems to work ove面me to deprive believers ofthe greatest hope in

these days of apostasy.

DispensationaIists who espouse the pretribuIationaI Rapture are called ′′human devils′′ (in a

letter w砧en to me by ′′christians Awake,’’a california organization). Articies on the lnternet

refer to our view as dispensational dementia.

3A. The Rapture isa Neglected Hope

A number ofdenominations make it optional asto one′s beliefin future events・ A case in point is

the EvangeIicaI Free denomination which stood for decades shouIder to shouIder with us on the

PretribuIationaI Rapture. Sadly overthe Iast decade′ the denomination has given up the
′′prem川enniaI, PretribuIationaI return ofChrist’′ and now simpIy posits a ′七Iorious return of

4A・ The Valious Views ofthe Any-Moment Retum of Christ

lb. 1t isa firmIy heId conviction′ based on soIid Scriptureto beiieve inthe Pretribulational

「eturn of Ch「ist.

2b.  It is optionaI for the believe「

3b・　The pastorand the church′s doct「inaI statement are soIid on the doctrine, aIthough the

denomination’s view is very weak.

4b. The pastor espousesthe any-mOment retu「n ofChrist but his denomination is primari-y

POSt-tribuIational. The next pastor to that congregation might we= be post-trib.

5b.　Neitherthe pastor northe denomination espouses the pretribu-ationa- Rapture. This is

SadIy true ofaII Reformed or Covenant churches.
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Are Conservative Southem Baptists

Fundamentaiists?

George Houghton, Th.D. January/February 2004

Any fundamentalist who has kept up with the

COnServative 「esu「gence within the Southe「n Baptist

Convention (SBC〉 is giad for conservatives- advances

and 「ejoices with them in thei「 success. The「e are

SeVe「al books and articIes which have been written

f「om va「ious perspectives about what has happened

Within the SBC since 1979. Pe「haps one ofthe most

Significant is 777e Bapfist Refo仰afron (777e

Conserva〃ve ResuIgenCe肋的e Sou的em Bapfrot

Convenfro亘y by Jerry S皿On, W璃en f「om the

COnServative point of view and pubiished in 2000 by

the SBC-s denominationai pub=shing house, B「oadman

& HoIman Publishe「s. The book“s significance is

indicated by the endorsements it has received f「om

many of the Ieading Southe「n Baptists today, incIuding

Mo「ris H. Chapman, James T. D「ape「, J「., Kenneth S.

Hemph町Richa「d D・ Land, R. AIbert MohIer, Jr., Paige

Patte「son, Ad「ian Rogers, Je「「y Vines, Ed Young, and

Othe「s.

St町fundamentaIists have 「aised an important

question: “Are these conservative Southe「n Baptists

「ea=y fundamentalists?’’The question is important, for

its answe「 w剛a「gely dete「mine whether those

PrOfessing fundamenta=sm ought to emb「ace the SBC

and its ieadership. O「ganizations which have begun as

fundamentalist in orientation, SuCh as the Baptist BibIe

Fe=owship lnte「nationaI (BBFl) and the General

Association of Regula「 Baptist Chu「ches (GARBC), are

Cu「「entIy facing this issue. Therefore, the question is

not onIy important, it is also timeIy.

Thomas Road Baptist Church in Lynchbu「g, Virginia,

PaStO「ed by Jer「y Falwe=, has Liberty Unive「sity as

One Of its minist「ies. This church is iisted as both a

BBFl and SBC chu「Ch (See the appropriate

denominationaI web sites), and Je「「y Falwe=-s NatねnaI

Lめerty JoumaI had as a f「ont page headline, “Liberty

University O冊cially App「oved as SBC School’’

(December 1999, VOI. 28, nO. 12). The GARBC lists
Cedarv刷e Unive「sity of Cedarvi=e, Ohio, aS One Of its

Partne「ing agencies. Yet Cedarv=le has also ‘`ente「ed a

Pa「tnerShip with the State Convention of Baptists in

Ohio [SBC]. The partne「ship was fo「ma=zed in

Novembe「 【2002] du「ing the 49th annuaI session of the

State COnVention when messenge「s overwheImingiy

app「OVed the ag「eement’’(Baptist P「ess news,

WWW.bpnews.=et/bpnews・aSP?lD=14969, January 3,

2003). And the SBC web site Iists Cedarv帥e Unive「sity

unde「 its category “Co=eges and Universities." Even

mo「e recently Weste「n Baptist Co=ege in Saiem,

Oregon, anOthe「 schooI partnering with the GARBC,

has been endo「sed by the Northwest Baptist

Convention and its executive board ``as an educational

institution that their membe「 churches shouId support

financia=y and p「omote as a prefe「red co=ege for thei「

young people.’’The Northwest Baptist Convention is

associated with the Southern Baptist Convention

(WWW.Wbc.edu/news/sto「iesINWBCadoptsWB. htmi).

So the question “Are conservative Southe「n Baptists

rea=y fundamenta=sts?,, is both importa=t and timeiy.

Six poi=tS muSt be made in 「esponse to the question.

看・ Conservative Southern Baptists Disavow the

Fundamentaiist Label.

Fi「st・ th「oughout the last 25 years of struggIes within

the SBC, those on the left have ca=ed themseIves
“mode「ates" and thei「 antagonists “fundamentaIists.,・

Those on the 「ight have ca=ed themselves
“conservatives" and thei「 antagonists ``libe「aIs.,, Neithe「

Side accepts the te「m used for them by thei「 critics. In

his book, Sutton refe「s to ``conservatives (Pejo「ativeIy

and inco「「ectIy ca=ed fundamentalists)’’and states:
“From a histo「ian-s vantage point, l reject the term

`fundamenta=st’as not only pejorative but also

inaccu「ate… ・ Although conservatives might share

SOme Simila「ities with fundamenta=sts, they a「e not

identical, and to assert that they are is to mis「ead

histo「y’’(XV, 1 ),

=・ Conservative Southem Baptists Disavow BiblicaI

Separation.

Expiaining why the conservatives don-t want to be

Ca=ed fundamenta=sts, Sutton says‥ ``Fundamenta=sm

in reIigious circies has no「ma=y been cha「acte「ized by

SeParation・ that is’departing f「om or 「emoving oneself

f「om a denomination. Quite obviously, COnServatives

Stayed" … ln actuaIity’the most accu「ate pa「adigm fo「

the two sides in the SBC struggie should be puhfans

and pIura庵ts. The conservatives (Pu「itans) desi「ed to

Pu「ify the denomination from the Iibe「a=nfIuence of the

le廿’(1-2).

I‖・ Conservative Southern Baptists Are Committed

to備Conventionism."

There is a st「ong sense of ioyaIty to the denomination

by the conservatives. When Liberty Unive「sity was

app「OVed as an SBC school, Paige Patterson decIared:
“Fo「 the great Liberty Unive「sity to be a part of ou「

Southe「n Baptist Zion … is an answe「 to praye「fo「 us

a=’’( Naめna/L伯ertyJoumal , Decembe「 1999, 1, 15).

The SBC is indeed a “Southe「n Baptist Zion,・, in which

funds f「om locaI chu「ches a「e sent to support the

O櫛ciaI denominational prog「am known as the

Coope「ative P「Og「am. SBC chu「ches send money to

thei「 「espective state conventions. At thei「 annuaI

meetings, eaCh state’s convention decides how much

Of these funds w川go to support state convention

PrQjects and how much w紺be sent to support sBC

P「Og「amS On the nationa=eveI. State convention

P「Qjects include evangelism, Children's homes,

missions education・ SuPPOrt fo「 the estabIishing of new

Chu「ches, funding fo「 co=eges and unive「sities, and

CamPing prog「ams. On the nationa=eveI the

Cooperative P「og「am heIps fund the appointment and

SuPPOrt Of missiona「ies (both home and foreign), the

Six 「ecognized Southem Baptist semina「ies, and
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Organizations such as The Ethics & Religious Ljberty

Commission, the Annuity Board, the Southe「n Baptist

Foundation, and the Baptist Wo「ld A冊ance (See the

Sbc.net web site, “Cooperative P「ogram’’). This

app「OaCh to denominationaI coope「ative support is

Ve「y Cent「alized and stresses the funding of its various

P「Og「amS. It foste「s a loyalty to the o「ganization and its

P「Og「amS 「athe「 than the support fo「 peopIe and their

SPeCific minist「ies which is characte「istic of a mo「e

decentraiized app「OaCh. Historica=y言t is this type of

COnVention setting from which fundamentaIist Baptists

Withd「ew because of the st「Ong emPhasis piaced upon

denominationa=oyaIty combined with I圃e specific

accountab冊y to Iocai churches by the individuaIs and

institutions being funded. The Convention’s approach

PutS P「eSSure On locaI chu「ches to confo「m to the

denominationai p「OgramS.

iV, Conservative Southem Baptists Stili ToIe「ate

Great TheoIogicaI Diversity。

Du「ing the yea「S Of conservative/moderate st「uggle,

the key facto「 which conservatives 「eIied on was the

annuaI eiection of a president ofthe Convention who

not onIy be=eved in the BibIe-s iner「ancy but who

WOuId also fac冊ate the eIection of t「ustees fo「 the

Va「ious denominationai agencies who would also hoId

to iner「ancy and who we「e w輔ng to make it an issue.

P「eviousiy, nOminees fo「 the Convention p「esidency

had been la「geIy unopposed, but du「ing the yea「s of

St「uggIe the「e o償en were two or mo「e nominees-一ne

endorsed by the conservative leaders and one who

WaS W冊ng to be mo「e incIusive. tolerating doct「inai

dive「sity. AIthough the conservatives we「e very cIea「

about the theoIogica=ssues invoived, VOteS for the

COnServative candidate 「anged f「om only 50 to 60

PerCent Ofthe total votes (1979: 51%; 1980: 51.67%;
1981: 60.24%; 1982:57%; 1984: 52.18%; 1985: 55.3%;
1986: 54.22%; 1987: 59.97%; 1988: 50.53%; 1989:
56.58%; 1990: 57.68%; 1992: 62%; 1994: 55%). 1
Those who did not vote for the conservative

Candidate-a Ve「y Significant mino「ity」id not

necessa「ily deny the Bibie’s ine「「ancy, yet they

apparentIy we「e w冊ng to toIe「ate those who did, Some

Of these pasto「S and chu「ches have fo「med the

Coope「ative Baptist Fe=owship, and of this group some

have ieft the SBC. Due in part to the ing「ained ioyaity

to the denomination, however, the majority has

「emained in the Convention.

0n the nationa=evel the SBC controIs its six o怖cia=y一

「ecognized semina「ies, a= of which a「e under

COnServative Ieade「ship today. The nationaI SBC,

however, does not own o「 cont「ol any co=eges o「

unive「sities. They a「e cont「o=ed by the va「ious state

COnVentions, many Ofwhich are wi=ing to tole「ate

doct「inaI dive「sity at thei「 co=eges and universities. For

exampie, the sbc.net web site (the o飾ciaI web site of

the Southe「n Baptist Convention) lists under the

CategOry “Co=eges and Universities’’such schooIs as

BayIo「 Unlve「sity, Me「ce「 Unive「sity, Stetson

University, the University of Richmond, Wake Fo「est

Unive「sity, and W冊am Jewe= Co=ege. These schooIs

are not known fo「 a st「ong conservative doctrinaI

POSition, yet they a「e identified as Southem Baptist

institutions・ Further, a number of the co=eges and

universities have established thei「 own semina「ies or

g「aduate schooIs for theoIogicai education and

ministe「ial t「aini=g, thus 「erouting students away from

the 「ecognized SBC’s conservative-COntrO=ed

Semina「ies. Some exampies wouId be the Baptist

TheoIogical Seminary at Richmond, Campbe=

University's Divinity SchooI・ Ga「dne「-Webb University's

M. Ch「istopher White SchooI of Divinity, Me「cer

Unive「sity-s McAfee Schooi of TheoIogy, BayIor

Unive「sity's George W. T「uett TheoIogical Seminary,

and Wake Fo「est University's Divinity Schoo=t shouId

be noted that the mode「ate Coope「ative Baptist

Fe=owship also lists the above-mentioned aite「nate

SChooIs on its web site, aiong with some othe「s, and

indicates that they p「ovide financial support for these

SChoois. What is happening on the state convention
Ievei and in many of thei「 schooIs is very p「ob-ematic

for the SBC conservatives.

V・ Conservative Southern Baptists Endorse

Doctrinal 」atitude in Some Areas.

issues such as the ie=gth of the ``days" of creation

Week o「 the exte=t Of the Noahic ¶ood are not o用cia=y

addressed in the SBC-s doct「inaI statement, 77)e

Baptisf Fa鮪and Message. In addition, the

uniqueness of the Chu「ch as including on-y be=evers

f「om the p「esent age, the emphasis upon God・s

kingdom with any Jewish sign南cance in the future, and

a p「emi=enniai, dispensationai, P「et「ibuIational

「epresentation of ``Iast things,, a「e actua=y excIuded.

This exclusion does not mean that the「e a「e no

Southe「n Baptists who hoId these doct「ines, but the

fo=owing exce「pts f「om the Bapfist Fa筋and Message

demonstrate the SBC's doct「ina=atitude:

Vl. The Chu「ch鵜The New Testament speaks of the

Church as “the Body ofCh「istwhich incIudes a= ofthe

「edeemed of aIl the ages.’’

IX. The Kingdom-,,The Kingdom of God incIudes both

His gene「aI sovereignty ove「 the unive「se and His

Pa巾cula「 kingship ove「 men who w冊u=y ack=OW-edge

Him as King. Particula「Iy the Kingdom is the 「ealm of

SaIvation into which men ente「 by t「usrfuI, Ch肥Iike

COmmitment to Jesus Ch「ist. Ch「istians ought to pray

and to labor that the Kingdom may come and God・s

W帥be done on earth. The fu= consummation ofthe

Kingdom awaits the 「etu「n of Jesus Ch「ist and the end

Of this age.’’

X・ Last Things-”God in His own time and in His own

Way, W川bring the wo「ld to its app「op「iate end.

Acco「ding to His p「omise, Jesus Ch「ist wi= 「etu「n

Pe「SOna=y and visibly in gio「y to the earth; the dead wi=

be 「aised; and Ch「ist wi=judge a= men in

「ighteousness・ The un「ighteous wi= be consjgned to

He=, the place of eve「Iasting punishment. The

righteous in thei「 「esur「ected and gIo「ified bodies w紺



receive their reward and will dwell forever in Heaven 
with the Lord." 

These statements reflect non-premillennial and non­
dispensational attitudes. Sutton further states, 
"Fundamentalism also is characterized according to 
some scholars as blindly loyal to premillennial 
dispensationalism. Although some early on attempted 
to explain the Conservative Resurgence in these 
terms, the charge did not stick" (Sutton 1 ). At any rate, 
the SBC doctrinal statement is incongruous with that of 
the GARBC. 

VI. Conservative Southern Baptists Are
Sympathetic to Aspects of the New Evangelicalism. 

A call for a new evangelicalism was issued in the late 
1940s by those dissatisfied with aspects of 
fundamentalism, a sentiment which is well represented 
in the broad evangelicalism of our day. An anti­
separatist attitude is particularly noted in the 
cooperative policy of Billy Graham in his ecumenical 
evangelistic campaigns. This cooperative policy has 
been highlighted since his 1957 New York City 
meetings. Yet Billy Graham has been identified as a 
Southern Baptist and has been endorsed by the 
conservative SBC leadership. R. Albert Mohler, Jr., 
President of The Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, served as executive chairman for Graham's 
2001 Louisville, Kentucky, crusade, and the seminary 
offered academic credit to students who were involved 
in the crusade . 2 

The 2003 SBC's annual meeting messengers were 
---------.-a .... ddressed by a broad spectrum of leaders from within 

evangelicalism (some by videotape, some in person) 
such as James and Shirley Dobson of Focus on the 
Family , John MacArthur, Franklin Graham, Charles 
Colson, Hank Hanegraaff, Jim Cymbala, Joseph 
Stowell, Greg Laurie, Stephen Olford and Anne 
Graham Lotz, Billy Graham's daughter, who spoke "at 
a Sunday morning worship service June 15 sponsored 
by the Conference of Southern Baptist Evangelists" ( 
Ohio Baptist Messenger, July 2003, 2, 6). The SBC 
leadership can cooperate with whomever it wishes, but 
fundamentalists historically have not cooperated with 
these kinds of new evangelical leaders. 

Conclusion 

Clearly the answer to the question, "Are conservative 
Southern Baptists fundamentalists?" is "No." This 
answer does not mean that Southern Baptists are not 
good people who genuinely want to serve the Lord or 
that the conservatives have not made advances within 
the Convention. Rather, the answer reveals that the 
conservatives are not going in the same direction as 
fundamentalists. Organizations which have been 
historically identified as separatist and fundamentalist 
need to decide whether they are willing to partner with 
conservative Southern Baptists and thus depart from 
their historic direction. If they are willing to do so, they 
should drop the fundamentalist identification. 

The GARBC Partnering Network Questionnaire asks 
s�ch questions as, "Have you read and do you concur 
with the enclosed article describing the GARBC 
position on separation?" (Question 19). That article is 
"Biblical Separation-Does it Matter?" by Dr. Paul R. 
Jackson. This historic article spells out God's principles 
of separation by stating: "God has commanded that we 
should not partner in the ministry with unbelievers " 
and "God commands that we separate from our 
brothers when they walk in disobedience." 
Conservative Southern Baptists are our brothers, but 
they are not fellow fundamentalists. 

http://www.faith.edu/seminary/faithpulpiU2004/janfeb04 
.htm 

Dr. George Houghton 

PontlftVPofAcadcmieScmcaatfallbBapwtBib�ColJeae: OditrAnicles 

0""'11• Ho,;gl,ton.,,,,,_.� p,writ/aufor at:adcmie urvi&a and collcg,, d«m at 

Faith Baptist Bil>I. Collczc and Thttolo6ic:al S-tnm:,; Ls a traduate of&,thtd 

CoB..,. C-01 Cc,,u..-winw Baptist 11wolo6ic:al s.mt-,; and htJ/d8 a Mast.r'I 

and a Doaor afn-/ogy ,_,_fan,, Dalla& Th«>logical &,,,,inary. Ha rvtirod in 

20/0q/t• nrvingfor J6}_,.,attlw, inmttaion. 
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The Matter of MiIitancy

By George Houghton, Th.D. May 1994

l. M掴tancy - its meaning

The matte「 of m冊ancy among Bible-beIieving

Christians has fallen upon ha「d times,丁his is the age

Of openness, COOPe「ation, dipiomacy, negOtiation,

and diaIogue. To be m冊ant is to be out ofstep川is

not thought w「ong to hold your own convictions, but

you must do so quietIy and without insisting that
Others ag「ee with you. Tolerate dive「sity and

PIu「a=sm, and you w冊be weIl thought of.

What exactly is m皿ancy, anyWay? One dictionary

SayS it is to be ’一engaged in warfe「e o「 combat …

aggressiveIy active (as in a cause).’’lt springs from

One’s values, is exp「essed as an a請tude, and resuIts

in certain behavio「・ One’s values a「e those things in

Which one st「OngIy beIieves. They a「e what one

believes to be fundamenta=y important and true.

F「om this comes an a請tude which is unw輔ng to

tole「ate any dive「gence f「om these fundamenta=y

important t「uths and which seeks to defend them. 1t

「esults in behavior which speaks up when these

truths a「e attacked o「 diluted and which refuses to

COOPe「ate With any activity which would minimize

thei「 importance. The te「m is a m冊a「y one and

Ca「ries the idea of defending what one believes to be

true.

看l. MiIitancy - its significance

A. Histo庇a〃y:

When the question is asked,一一ShouId we be m冊ant

fundamentalists?一’the answe「 is, ’’The「e is no othe「

kind!’一To genuineIy be a fundamentaIist, One muSt be

m冊ant. When Curtis Lee Laws coined the term
’一fundamenta=st,’一he appIied it to those who not onIy

beIieved in the fundamental doct「ines of the falth but

Who aIso we「e w冊ng to do ’’battIe royaI一一for those

fundamentals. American Chu「ch histo「ian, Robert T.

Handy, in describing the diffe「ences between the

fundamentaIists and conservatives in the Northern

Baptist Convention in the 1920’s, COmmentS, ”The

main d肝e「en∞ between them was p「obabiy mo「e a

matte「 Of mood and spirit than basic theoIogicai

dive「gence. Both subsc「ibed to orthodox Protestant

theoIogicaI tenets, but the fundamentaIists were

mo「e aggressive, mOre int「ansigent, mOre Certain

that they had the whoIe t「uth and thei「 opponents

had none. They not oniy m冊antIy asserted the

Plena「y inspiration of Scriptu「e, but insisted that they

had cor「ectIy apprehended its meaning and thei「

OPPOnentS nOt at ail.一’(Robert T. Handy,
一一Fundamentalism and Modemism in Pe「spective,●一

Re的fon h Life, VoI・ XXIV [1955], P. 39P.)

George Ma「Sden defines a fundamenta=st by stating,
’一A Fundamentalist is an EvangeIical who is angry

about something …. A more p「ecjse statement of the

Same POint is that an Ame「ican fundamentalist is an

evangelicaI who is militant in opposition to libe「aI

theoiogy in the chu「ches or to changes in cuituraI

Values o「 mo「es, SuCh as those associated with
-secuIa「 humanism: ln either the long o「 the short

de師tions’fundamenta=sts a「e a subtype of

evangeIicals and militancy is c「uciaI to their outiook.

Fundamentalists are not just 「eligious conservatives,

they a「e conservatives who a「e w冊ng to take a

Stand to fight.一一(Geo「ge M・ Marsden. Uhdersfanc励g

Fundamenね庵m and Evange侮a庵m・ G「and Rapids:

Wm・ B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1991. p. 1.)

When the Ma「ch 1956 issue of C冊stian Life

magazine sought to answe「 the question,一一is

Evange=caI TheoIogy Changing?,一一it prefa∞d its
"yes一● answers by saying that in ea冊e「 days the

fundamentaiist watchwo「d was一●ye must ea「nest-y

COntend fo「 the falth,一一but that today's evange=cai

WatChwo「d was '一ye must be bo「n again.一一The

differen∞ WaS One Of emphasis and a鮒ude. Notab-y

missing from evangelicaIism today is

fundamentaIism-s m冊ancy.

B. Bめ〃ca/母

M冊ancy is p「esented in Scriptu「e as a p「oper

response fo「 believe「s. We see the ApostIe Paul's

COndemnation of doct「inal e「「or and those who

taught it to the Gaiatians (1:6-9), his u「ging that

believe「s in Rome note and sepa「ate f「om those

CauSing divisions and offenses cont「ary to the

doctrine which they had Ieamed (16:17), and his

COmmands to the Ephesian chu「ch-s leade「ship (in

Acts 20:17-38) chalIenging them on the basis of the

kind ofministry he had had in their midst to take

heed to themselves and to the刷ock that they should

Shephe「d it in a God-hono「ing way (V. 28). This

includes decIa「ing to thei「 peopIe the enti「e counsel

OfGod (V. 27) and watching out fo「 the ¶ock-s

SPiritual weIfare by wa「ning them ofwoives and false

Christian Ieaders (V. 29-31). This is the sum and

Substance of m冊ancy!

Many today, having g「own up in fundamentalist

Circies’do not bea「 the sca「s of m冊ancy which their

fathe「s had as a 「esult of con輔ct with e「「o「 and

defense of the t「uth・ They wea「 the fundamentalist

labeI, but perhaps a 「eexamination shouId be made

in light ofthe m冊ancy issue to see ifthere is a

misiabeIing. Pe「haps some wou!d 「eaIiy feel mo「e

COmfortable with the evangelica1 1abeI. For othe「s

SuCh reexamination could be a reminde「 to them of

thei「 need to stand firm and steadfast for the t「uth,

not toie「ating er「o「 o「 a toning down of the whole

COunSeI of God. The fundamentaljst is convinced that

COntending ea「nestly for the faith (Jude 3) is not a

debatable option but a divine orde「.
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l‖。 Militancy - its abuse

Some, nO doubt, Shy away from m冊ancy because it

Can eaSiiy be abused. M冊ancy, however言S nOt the

Same aS meanSPi「itedness. It does not have to arise

f「om poo「 motives o「 the desi「e fo「 pe「sonal powe「, it

does not need to be imbaIanced, Where一'issues一一

become one’s hobby ho「se・ Nor does it impIy a lack

Of ethics一「uShing into p「int without checking the

facts, false IabeIing, O「 gu航by association. If some

may be gu冊y ofthese abuses, the cor「ective is not

an abandonment of m晒ancy, but, rather, an ethical,

Ca「eful, kind and yet firm outspokenness which

Stands for the t「uth and is w輔ng to defend it against

er「O「, May God heIp us to be m冊ant

fundamenta=sts!

Dr. George HouglltO書l
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ld・富he secre亡infll亡ra亡ion: 4a

Cer亡ain men had wormedヒhelr way in. The word "crept'一

(哩・ 11亡erally’・・亡O Slip ln secretly,'・ "to slide

ln along slde of一,) 1s only used here ln亡he N.T. Green

Writes tha亡ilit ls a sinis亡er and secre亡1ve word.

Diogenes Laer亡ius used it of a secret re亡urn亡O a

COun亡ry; Plu亡arch of亡he insidious dec11ne of good laws

and the sヒealthy substitutlon of inferior ones. such an

incursIon by些星型旦men was serious jus亡b。。auS。 it∴w。S

Sub亡1e (cf・ Gal. 2;4; H Tim・ 3:6)・ It is always more

Serious whenヒhe danger comes fro皿Withln亡he Church.

Bu亡it ough亡no‥o have been surprislng.一・ (p 160)

HRIST(lう…・: Dt. 13:2-11; Is. 28車J。.. 23:14;
l　　　　　　　　　田乙ek. 13:9

Green lis亡S亡he following references to warnlngs con-

Cernlng false　亡eachers:

(2) chris亡:陳. 13;22;耽. 7:1う

(3) Apos亡Ies: Ac亡S 20:29-30;工曹im. 4:lff.;

ES I=im. 3:1ff・; H Pet・ 2:2-3

Peter describes亡hese same lndlviduals as those "who

Privily shall bring ln da皿nable heresies・・ (II Pe亡. 2:l)

冒hey were llof old ordalned,lI li亡erallyl "had already been

foretold in wr距ng一, (|I Pet. 2:3’Cf. Mark 6:47; 15:44,

善言)半里is亡ranslated ’’already ” ra亡he‥han一一of

|亡8hould come as no surprlSe tha亡false bre亡hren have

StOlen ln亡O the Church (Gal・ 2:4-5)・ and are imperlling

the sain亡S (|工Cor・ 11:26)・皿e 81tua亡ion commenced ln

Judels day, COn亡inued throughou亡Church hlstory and wl11

COnSumate ln the la亡ter days (工Tim. 4:l) for which

reason a fal亡hful mlnister re血lnds hls flock of these

亡hings (| Tlm. 4:6).

2d・ The speclal lmpiety: 4b

皿ese false亡eachers are (l) ungodly in character,

(2) imoral in conduc亡・ and (3) they deny亡he only Master

and Lord, Jesus Chris亡.

1e・冒heir irreverence of character:

They lacked all reverence for God●　Here the亡erm
lIungodly-1 refers∴亡O their lmer at虹wde亡OWard God;

in verge lうi亡describesヒhelr shameful deeds and

SPeeCh; and in verse 18 it pictures their illicl亡

deslres (Hlebert p. 220).
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3�0FAPOSTA1ES 

UNGODLY I 4

TURNING 

DENIAL 

The insidious intruders of the Church know nothing 
of the blessings of being called, sanctified and 
kept of verse 1. Their impiety leads to immorality. 
Ungodliness always issues in unrighteousness. 

2e. Their immorality in conduct: 

God's unmerited favor ,toward: sinners is turned by

these apostates into lasciviousness or excesses. 
These apostates committed unbridled sexual sins 
without any sense of shame. Other excesses may 
also have been involved but the main thought is 
that of moral debauchery. They felt that since 
God's grace had pardoned them from all sins, they 
were at liberty to follow their basic depraved 
instincts. 

3e. Their infidelity toward Christ: 

The apostates deny our only Lord God and Master, 
Jesus Christ. Jude uses five terms to describe the 
Savior with only one article uniting the nouns 
"Master and Lord," Jude speaks only of Christ. 
However, it is also true that he who does not honor 
the Son does not honor the One who sent Him 
(Jn. 5:23; I Jn. 2:22). 

The apostates deny and thus disown five aspects of 
the person and work of Christ: 

lf. A denial of Christ's universal sovereignty: 

Despotes means absolute master (cf. II Pet. 
2:1). 

2f. A denial of Christ's complete deity: 
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He is theos, very God, eternal and co-equal with the Father. 

3f. A denial of Christ's absolute authority: 

He is a kurios, the Lord over all His creation 
and creatures. 

4f. A denial of His efficacious Saviorhood: 

He is iesous r Jesus r the Savior (Mt. 1:21).

5f. A denial of His messianic role: 

He is christos or Messiah, the Anointed One, 
who delivers mankind and will rule the world. 



[ 

Their appears a marked downward progression in 
verse 4. (1) a lack of any real reverence for 
God and His word is followed by (2) the 
twisting of the doctrine of grace to justify a 
life of sin, (3) climaxing in an open denial of 
the Son of God as Sovereign and Savior. 
(Coder, P• 25) 

3Marks of J\PO�
,_

] 
?� 

�

THEIR IRREVERENCE 

OF CHARACTER 

THEIR IMMORALITY IN 

CONDUCT 

THEIR INFIDELITY 

TOWARD CHRIST 
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lA. THE SINCERE CONCERN OVER THE APOSTATES: 1-4 

2A. THE SCRIPTURAL CASES OF APOSTASY: 5-7 

lb. The distinction between heresy and apostasy: 

le. The term heresy: 

ld. The lexical meaning of heresy: 
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3 0.T. ILLUSTRATIONS 

ISRAEUTES I 5-7

ANGELS 

CITIES 

her'e-sy (Mr'e-el), n.; pl. -ems (-slz)� (ME. heresie, ere­
m, OF. here.fie, erede, F. h6resie, L. haeresis, Gr. a.tp•cn� 
a taking, a taking for one's sell, a choosing, a choice, a sect, 
a heresy, fr. ai.pe",,, to take, choose.1 l. Religious opinion 
opposed to the authorized doctrinal standards of auy par­
ticular church, esp. when held by a person holding the same 
general faith, and tending to promote schism or separation ; 
lack of orthodox or sound belief; rejection of, or errone­
ous belief in regard to, some fundamental religious doctrine 
or truth; heterodoxy. Formerly, in countries having an 
established church, lieresy was a crime, and consisted In re­
fusal to accept any prescribed article of faith. The canon 
law names 82 different sorts. In England the writ O De 
heretfco comburendo ,, was abolished by 29 Oar. II. o. 9
and various toleration acts have practically abolished civil 

HERESY 

• :punishment for b�resy.
Deluded people I that do not consider that the greatest here,v

In the world fa a wicked life. 1'illot,011. 
2. An opinion held in opposition to the established or
commonly received doctrine, and tending to promote divi­
sion or dissension ; - usually said In reproach.

New opinion, 
DJvers and dangerous, wllich are here1re1. Shak. 

3. A characteristic opinion held by a person or a party; a
particular body or sty Je of doctrine ; a sect.

After the atudy of philosophy began in Greece, .. . becauae 
every man took what opinion be J?leaaed, ench 1evernl opinion 
waa called a J,e1·e1v; wJ1ich aignfJJeil no moro than n private opin­
ion without reference to truth or falsehoocl. lloMe,. 

\Vhen I call dueling, and similar aberrations of honor, a moral 
Aere,1(, I refer to the force of the Oreek aipecrr.s, ae·signifying a 
principle or opinion taken up by the will. l"'ole,·idge. 

her'e-tlo (h�r'�-tlk), n. [ME. herelike, eretike, F. h�r�tique, 
L. haereticus; Gr. alpe7r.,c6s able to choose, heretical, fr.
alpe,v to t&ke, choose. Bee HEREBY.] One who bolds to a
heresy; esp., one who, l1aving made·a profession of Chris­
tian belief, deliberately and pertluacJouely upholds a
doctrine varying fr.om that of his church, or rejects one
prescribed by hie church.
Syn.- HERETIC, BOHISMA.TIO, SECTARIAN (or SECTARY) DIS­
SENTER NONOONl'ORMJsT. A HERBT10 is one who mainlains
heterodox, or rejects orthodox, OP,inions or beliefs; a 
soms.MAT1ois one who (often unjust1ftably or contentious­
ly) separates from, or Ceep.) provokes division in, a cburch 
or communion; a sBOTARIAN (frequent as adj.) is an ardent, 
often narrow-minded or bigoted, adherent of a sect ; as 
I' There is sprung up an he1·etic, an arch one, Oranmer ,J

aipeau; 

Based on the etymology of the word, the term heretic designates 
an individual who departs from a certain position,· resulting in 
a schism. 

2d. The biblical usage of heretic: 

Ryrie has a good summary of the term heretic: 

"An apostate is not the same as a New Testament heretic. The 

noun heretic is used only one time in the New Testament (Ti.t. 3=l0), 



h�r'e-sl-aroh (llifr1i;;ai-ark ; .,bti-re'el-; 277), "!· [!'· haere­
narclia, Gr. atpecr,apx11� ; a,peut� heresy+ apxo� leader, 
dpxELV to lead: of. i,,. lteresiarque.] A leader in heresy; 
the chief of a sect of heretics. 

her'e-sl-ol1o-gy (h�r1is-sl-l5l'ii-jl'), n. ,· pl. -ams (-jlz). [Gr. 
a.tpC!u,� heresy + -logy.] The study �f heresies, or a trea­
tise on them. -her1e-s1-ol'o-glst (-jl'st) n. 

her'e-sy (h�r'i;-sl), n. ,· pl. -ams (-el'z). [ME. heresie, ere­
r.e, OF. lleresie, eresie, F. llereaie, L. haeresis, Gr. a'i.peu,�
a taking, a taking f o.r oue'e self, a choosing, a choice, a sect, 
a heresy, fr. aipf!tv to take, choose. l 1. Religious opinion 
opposed to the authorized doctrinal standards of nuy par­
ticular church, esp. when held by a person holding the eame 
general faith, and tending to promote sohiam or separation ; 
lack of orthodox or ·sound belief; rejection of, or errone­
ous belief in regard to, some fundamental reli�ioue doctrine 
or truth; heterodoxy. Formerly, in cou11tr1es having an 
established church, heresy was a crime, and consisted iu re-
fusal to accept any prescribed article of faith. The canon 
law names 82 different sorts. In· England the writ O De 
heretico comburendo " was abolished by 29 Car. II. o. 9 
and various toleration acts have practically abolis.be<l civil 
punishment for heresy. 

Deluded people I that do not consider thnt the greate!t lieresv
in the world is a wicked life. • 

1'illot1011. 
2. An opinion held in opposition to the established or
commonlr rec_oived doctrine, and tendiug to promote divi­
sion or dissension ; - usually said !n. reproach.

New opnuone 
DJvers and dangerous, wluch are heresre8. Shak. 
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but the adjective is used two times (I Cor. 11:19 and Gal. 5:20). 
The word means a willful choosing for one's self which results in 
a party division. Heresy belongs to the works of the flesh which 
can and often are performed by carnal Christians (Gal. 5:20). 
Sometimes this may be used for good so that those who are not 
involved in heresy will stand out in the churches (I Cor. 11:19). 
Toward a heretic the Scriptures really command a surprisingly 
lenient attitude--admonish twice, then ignore (Titus 3:11)� 

(Ryrie, "AP,ostasy in the Church," Bibliotheca Sacra, Jan.-Mar. 1964, 
p. 47).

2c. The term apostasy: 

ld. The lexical meaning: 

a-pos'ta-sy (-ta-eT), n. ,· pl. -TABIEs (-slz). [ME. ·aposta­
rie, F. apostasie, L. apostasia., fr. Gr. a:rroUTauia. a stand­
ing off ·from, a defection, fr. cbrocrrqvar. to stand off, revolt ;
a.,ro from + unjva.c. to stand. See OFF ; STAND.] An
abandonment of what one has voluntarily professed; a
total desertion or departure from one's faith, principles, or
party; an apostate's act of renunciation; esp., the renun­
ciation of a religious faith .

.A._postasy. - This consists in the total renunciation of Christian­ity, by embracing eitherafa1ee religion or no religion at all. Theoffense can only take place m such ae have once professed the true religion. • Blaclcstone. 
(A.poatcuy) ••• Is of three kfnd•: that from the Christian 

faltn I that from ecclesiastical olJetlience, and that from a reli­
gious profession, or from boly orders. C:ath JJict. 

a-pos'tate (ci-plSs'ti\;t), n. [L. apostata, Gr. arrour«T1J>• 
See APOSTASY.] ·1. One wbo has forsaken the faith, prin­
ciples, or party, to which he before adhered ; esp., one w ho 
has forsaken his religion for auotber ; pervert ; renegade. 
2 . .R: O. Oh. One who, having taken sacred orders, re­
nounces bis clerical profession without lawful dispensation. 
Syn. - See PERVERT. 

a-pos1tate (-tit), a. Pertaining to, or characterized by,
apostasy ; faithless to woral allegiance ; renegade.

So spake the a_postate ·angel. l>hlto11. 
A wretcbed and apostate state. Steele. 

APOSTASY 
. , 

CX'JtOO'TCXala 

In its most basic form, apostasy is n_an abandeonment of what one 
has voluntarily professed.:" It is primarily a defection or re­
bellion, only secondarily a departure. 

2d. The biblical usage: 

le. The noun apostasia occurs twice in the N.T. �he first reference 
21 And they· are infornted'.of·thee, is Acts 21: 2.1, where apostasy involves a departure from the 

that thou tea chest all !he Jevrt1 _whicJi teachings of Moses. The second reference is 2 Thess. 2 : 3 a

ACTS 21 

·:': are among the Gen'tlle§ to forsake . . . ' . 
Mo'§e�, ·say.iilg that they ought not prediction of the departure of the end times. Some see this
to circumcise their children, neithet as reference to the departure of the church from earth at the 
to walk after the customs. time of the rapture. It is better to understand it as a 

II THESSALONIANS 2 falling away from the faith, as the verbs below demonstrate. 
·.3. Let •

00 ,mfl!l __ de��Jve you Jiy any Moreover,
. 

Jewish tradition speaks of complete apost�sy from
means: for that day shall not come, God and His Torah before the appearance of the Messiah. 
:xcept there. come a falling away (Kittel, Theological Dictionary of the N. T., I, 513). 1rst, and tha� man of sin be revealed, 
he sQn o� perdition; 

2e. The verb aphistemi, to apostatize, withdraw from, fall away, 
occurs 14 times in the N.T. 
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lf. :tn mo.st instances the record involves a physical 
departure of a person from one place to another: 
(e.g. Lk. 2:37; Acts 22:29). 

2f. Sometimes it means departure from a course of action. 
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3f. In three passages a departure from the true faith is in...,· 
valved: 

lg. An apostatizing from the Word of God, the seed: 

'ST. LUKE 8 

13They on the rock are they, which, 
when they hear, receive the word 
with joy; and these have no root, 
which for a while beiieve, and in time 
of temptation ·-fall•away. 

2g. An apostatizing from the true faith or Christian 
doctrine: 

I TIMOTHY
0

4 

N
ow the Spirit speaketh expres�
ly, that in the latter times some

shall depart. from .the faith. giving 
heed to seducing spirits, and doc­
trines of devils; 

3g. An apostatizing from the living God: 

HEBREWS 3 

12 Take heed, brethren, lest there 
be in any of you an evil heart of unbe­
lief, hi departing from the living God. 

3c. Definitions of the terms: 

ld. Heretic: 

A heretic is a carnal Christian who espouses error which brings 
division into the Church. 

2d. Apostate: 

An apostate is characterized by a willful departure from the truth 
which he formally professed. 

In the words of Ryrie, a heretic needs to be "distinguished from an 
apostate who is not a Christian and whose departure was from the 
complete body of Christian truth which put him outside the church, 
rather than leaving him part of a faction within the church . .  
An apostate, according to the definition, would be different from a 
carnal Christian in that the latter is 'in Christ' (1 Cor. 3:1) while 
the apostate is not.'' (Ryrie, Bib. Sac., p. 47). 

The concept of apostasy is not limited to the references where the 



actual term is used. Satan.is certainly an apostate (Is. 14:12-15). 

The Pharisees, while not called apostates, fit the characteristics 
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(Matt. 12:24). The false teachers whose coming Peter predicts (2 Pet. 2: 

20-21) and of whose presence Jude warns are certainly evidencing the

characteristics of apostates. As a matter of fact, the Epistle of

Jude comprises one of the most extensive discussions of apostasy in the

entire Word of God. Jude lists their characteristics, predicts their

doom, and gives examples of apostasy from the Old Testament.

� oncepts for � orruption in � hristianity 
HERESY APOSTASY 
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JUDE 

5 I will therefore put you in 
remembrance, though ye once 
knew this, how that the Lord, 
having saved the people out of the 
land of Egypt, afterward destroyed 
them that believed not. 
6 And the angels which kept not 

their first estate, but left their own 
habitation, he hath reserved in 
everlasting chains under darkness 
unto the judgment of the great day. 
7 Even as Sodom and Go­

mor�rha, and the cities a]?out them 
in like manner, giving themselves 
over to f ornicalion, and going after 
strange flesh, are set forth for an 
example, suffering the vengeance 
of eternal fire. 

8 Likewise also these filthy 
dreamers defile the flesh, despise 
dominion, and speak evil of . 
dignities. 
9 Yet Mich·ael the archangel, 

when contending with the devil he 
disputed about the body of Moses, 
durst not bring against him a -rail­
ing accusation, but said, The Lord 
rebuke thee. 

IO But these speak evil of those 
things which they know not: but 
what they know naturally, as brute 
beasts" in those things they corrupt 
themselves. 
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